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 One thing Melanie and I enjoyed doing while in the US was watching the reality shows 

where people chose homes they would rent or buy.  At the conclusion of one particular 30min 

reality TV series, anxious couples usually deliberated over three accommodations, and after the 

final commercial break their consensus choice was revealed.  How was your experience when 

renting or buying a home? 

 Currently we are in this situation, and this is one of many decisions we are making in 

South Africa. Since getting off the plane, Melanie and I have been moving at a frenetic pace in 

Cape Town.  Placing the children in school required paying for supplies, uniforms and tuition 

fees.  Scouring the area for a rental home in the best location to do ministry.  Reviewing the 

state of our vehicle meant getting insurance, hearing the second vehicle in our name is not 

worth fixing and determining the best time purchase another vehicle.  All this has been 

exacerbated by me damaging our “good” car by scraping a wall which pulled off the entire front 

bumper.  As a new South African friend muses, “Your car has a shave,” which I reply, ”Yes, just 

like its owner.” 

 Melanie and I realized God didn’t call us here to do things in our own strength, but to 

trust him.  My self-inflicted weariness was to blame for me clipping the front end my car.  We 

have accomplished much; our children enjoyed their first week of school, completed our first 

newsletter in Cape Town, have cell phones and internet.  Now God has called us to rest in him 

and cast our burdens on him because he cares for us. 

 The final section of the reality home show, there is a revisit to see how the couple is 

settling into their new place.  It will be fun to share with you each month what God is doing in 

our lives and ministry.   

 

Sincerely, 

 


